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SUBJECT: PROPOSED SALE OF CHINOOK CH-47C HELICOPTERS TO 
THE ROC 

1 . BOEING VERTOL HAS ASKED FOR AN ADVISORY OPINION ON THE 
SALE OF 8-10 CH-47C HELICOPTERS TO THE ROC. THE CHINOOK 

IS AN ALL-WEATHER, MEDIUM TRANSPORT HELICOPTER FIRST 
DEVELOPED DURING THE LATE 1950'S AND USED BY THE US ARMY 
IN VIETNAM, PRINCIPALLY IN A LOGISTICAL SUPPORT ROLE. THE 
AIRCRAFT HAS A RANGE OF APPROXIMATELY 300 MILES, DEPENDING 
ON THE LOAD, AND A MAXIMUM SPEED OF 164 KNOTS. IT CAN 
TRANSPORT A VARIETY OF PAYLOADS, SUCH AS A 155MM HOWITZER 
(SLUG BENEATH ITS BELLY) WITH AMMUNITION AND CREW, SEVERAL 
JEEPS, OR UP TO 44 TROOPS. EACH COSTS ALMOST 5 MILLION 
DOLS. 

2. WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTS ON THIS PROPOSED 
SALE, ESPECIALLY YOUR ASSESSMENT OF THE ROC NEED FOR AND 
LIKELY USE OF THESE HELICOPTERS. BOEING REPRESENTATIVES 
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THE CHINOOK, BUT SUGGESTED IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR TRANS- 
PORTING HEAVY LOADS TO INACCESSIBLE AREAS OF TAIWAN. KISSINGER 
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